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REMARKS BY H.E. AMBASSADOR INNOCENT E. SHIYO, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO THE AFRICAN UNION AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE AFRICAN UNION ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL COUNCIL (ECOSOCC) AWARENESS RAISING & CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON NATIONAL ECOSOCC CHAPTERS IN DAR ES SALAAM, 29TH -30TH SEPTEMBER 2023
Y.E Ambassador Dr. Samuel Shelukindo, Permanent Secretary Ministry for Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation and the Guest of Honour; 

Mr. William Carew, Head of the Secretariat of the African Union Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC);
Representative of the ECOSOCC General Assembly;
Y.E Ambassador Sallah Hammad, Head of the Secretariat of the African Governance Architecture- and Africa Peace and Security Architecture (AGA-APSA);
Distinguished Officials of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania;
Representatives of the Civil Society Organizations;
Distinguished Representatives of different AU Organs here present; 

Representatives of the Pan African Lawyers Union and the East African Civil Society Forum;
Distinguished participants,
Members of the Media

 Ladies and Gentlemen
At the outset, I would like to express gratitude to my dear brother William Carew, Head of the Secretariat of the ECOSOCC and entire leadership of the ECOSOCC for convening this important workshop here in Dar es Salaam. 
I also thank you for inviting me to take part in this workshop. I am grateful for this unique opportunity and I am really looking forward to actively taking part and learning from us all throughout the workshop. 
Honourable Minister;

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen;

When the Organization of the African Unity (OAU) was transformed into the African Union (AU) in July 2002, the objective and aspirations of the African leaders were to build a Union that was people-centred, people-oriented and people-driven. In this respect, the provisions of Articles 5 and 22 of the AU’s Constitutive Act provides that ECOSOCC is the vehicle for building a strong partnership between governments and all segments of African civil society. In addition, the Statute ECOSOCC adopted in July 2004 defines it as an advisory of the African Union composed of different social and professional groups from the AU Member States and the African Diaspora.
It is heartening to note that since its establishment, ECOSOCC has recorded tremendous achievements, especially with respect to promotion of Africa’s integration and development. Indeed, through the work of ECOSOCC, we are witnessing an increase in the involvement of civil society in form of social, private sector and professional groups as well as the African Diaspora in the work of the African Union. We are gratified with the recent accomplishments including the Constitution of the Fourth (4th) Permanent General Assembly of ECOSOCC in December 2022, finalization of the framework documents on the AU Harmonized Accreditation Mechanism and the ECOSOCC National Chapters; as well as the development of the and the ECOSOCC Strategic Plan 2023-2027. 
These are important mechanisms and structures necessary to drive the work of this organ to effectively achieve a people-centered Union in line with AU Agenda 2063. Yes, there are still some challenges; however, I commend the current leadership of ECOSOCC for the progress made in upholding the good image of this organ, especially after the unfortunate events that happened in the past. Indeed, we are convinced that ECOSOCC is now in the right path in its work.  In the same vein, I wish to encourage the Secretariat as well as Members of the Assembly to continue the good work and deliver to the expectations of African citizens.  

Honourable Minister; 

Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen;
Today’s Workshop on National ECOSOCC Chapters is relevant and timely as it is in line with the AU Executive Council decision number 1199 adopted during its Forty Second Session in February 2023, which endorsed the Institutional Framework on the Establishment and Operations of ECOSOCC National Chapters and directed ECOSOCC to institute measures to for its implementation in member states.  I am, therefore, pleased to note that ECOSOCCC is accelerating the implementation of this policy organ decision by holding this workshop. This is indeed a commendable progress and I urge you to keep this momentum to cover more ground in all member states.  

I am particularly confident that the National ECOSOCC Chapters will live up to its intended purpose of serving as a framework for accountability over elected General Assembly members; creating a close connection with national civil society through dissemination of information about the work and progress of the AU to civil society in Member States including mobilizing support for and awareness of AU programs and Agenda 2063 and enable capacity building and training of Civil Society Organizations in our Member States. 

Honourable Minister,

Distinguished participants

Ladies and Gentlemen 

My job today is to deliver welcoming remarks and to invite the Guest of honour to address this gathering; but before I do that, allow me to summarize what I have just said in Kiswahili language given that Kiswahili is now an official and working language of the African Union
Kwa kifupi sana, Warsha hii ni muhimu sana. Kama itakavyokumbwa, mwaka 2002, uliokuwa Umoja wa Nchi Huru za Afrika (OAU) uliibadilishwa na kugeuzwa kuwa Umoja wa Afrika. Lengo mojawapo la mabadiliko hayo ilikuwa kuongeza ushiriki wa wananchi kwenye shughuli za Umoja wa Afrika. Ili kufikia azma hiyo, mwaka 2004, Umoja wa Afrika ulipitisha Mkataba wa kuanzisha Baraza la Uchumi, Kijamii na Kitamaduni. Baraza hili linatoa fursa kwa asasi za kiraia zilizopo Barani Afrika kushiriki kwenye shughuli za Umoja wa Afrika kwa kutoa ushauri kwenye Vyombo vya Kisera vya Umoja wa Afrika na pia kuwaelimisha wananchi kuhusu mipango na mikakati mbalimbali ya Umoja wa Afrika ili kurahisha utekelezaji wake.

Utendaji kazi wa Baraza hili unafanyika kwenye ngazi ya Kanda, ambapo kila nchi inawakilishwa kwenye Kamati Tendaji (Permanent General Assembly). Kama tulivyosikia Tanzania inawakilishwa na Bw. Stanley Magesa na Bw. Marcus Lucas Ogutu kwenye Kamati hiyo Tendaji ambayo ilichaguliwa mwaka jana. Sambamba na hilo, kila nchi ina jukumu la kuanzisha Jukwaa la Kitaifa (ECOSOCC National Chapters) lengo likiwa kuhamasisha asasi nyingi zaidi za kiraia kwenye nchi kushiriki kwenye masuala ya Umoja wa Afrika. Hivyo basi, Warsha hii imeandaliwa mahsusi ili kuzihamasisha na kuongeza uelewa na uwezo wa Asasi za Kiraia za Tanzania kushiriki kwenye shughuli za Umoja wa Afrika. Nina matumaini makubwa kuwa Mkutano huu utasaidia kuongeza ushiriki na uelewa wa Asasi za kiraia na Watanzania kwa ujumla kuhusu shughuli mbalimbali zinazofanywa na Umoja wa Afrika.
Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Allow me now to invite the Guest of Honour, H,E Ambassador Dr. Samuel Shelukindo, Permanent Secretary Ministry for Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation and the Guest of Honour to address the meeting. 
Welcome Y,E

